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February 12,General Meeting, Elish Ryan SCC Parks
Here about the equestrian feasibility study, the possible cites and infrastructure.

General Meetings to be held every other month.
Chere Barger will be bringing in guesT speakers. In March, Jan Jeffers will tell us all
about the Tevis Cup 100 mile endurance race. Jan has ridden in this race several times
and can tell you what it takes to compete at this level.

A complete Club calendar
online at:
smhorse.com/calendar.htm

General Meeting Dates:
• February 12
• April 9
• June 11
• August 14 (Jack Brooks Pot Luck)
• October 8
• December 10

Newsletter Deadline

2011 General Meetings:

Five days after the Board Mtg
or the 20th of the month. Send
articles, classified, pictures,
and stories of interest to:
SMHA.news@gmail.com.

• February 11
• April 8
• June 10

March 6, 4-h Fun-day Fund-raiser
Plan to come out and play with your family and your horses. 4-h is a great program
that needs the support of our community! Watch for more events in next month
Eventer!

Meet your new committee chairs!
• Denise Roberts is the new club treasurer
• Heidi Linden the new Membership Chair
• Joan Throgmorton the new Jack Brooks Chair
Please be sure to thank these people when you see them Without volunteers the club
wouldn’t happen!

First Pleasure Ride in March
free clip art from
dailyclipart.net
SanMartin Horsemen’s Association

Stay tuned to The Eventer. March 13 is the date, the place will be announced in the
next newsletter!

www.smhorse.com
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SantaClaraCountySCCsccsccsccsccsccsccs

StateofCAcacacacacacacacacacacacacacac

2010 Coyote / Bear Park Volunteer Days

State Park, Henry Coe
Trail Days & More

SantaClaraCountySCCsccsccsccsccsccsccs
The complete calendar can be found online under the
Volunteer Link on the left of the website,
www.parkhere.org/portal/site/parks/ [I’d put the complete
site, but...SCC uses much scripting on their website and it
makes the links long and nearly untypeable). Contact Chere
Bargar 408.683.2247 for more info.
Feb. 6: Trail Day (Coyote/Bear: Mummy Mountain)
March 6: Trail Day (Coyote/Bear: Mummy Mountain)

Feb 27, March 27 Trail Days These are a great time to help in our community and meet
others with similar interests and goals--horses and riding!
Now, more than ever, the State Park trails need our support.
Our club member, Chere Bargar, makes sure that these trail
days happen, call her and make a commitment for a day or
more! It’s important.

April 24: Earth Day Trail Day (Coyote/Bear: Mummy
Mountain)

March 20th Ranch Day takes place in Hunting Hollow. Many wonderful animals
will be there to introduce young people to ranch animals.

May 1: Trail Day (Coyote/Bear: Gaviota)

April 23 – 25 Back Country Weekend

June 5: National Trail Day (Coyote/Bear: Gaviota)

Police Horses Anyone?

Safety Services for Horse Folks

San Diego PD is auctioning off their complete unit, horses
with saddles custom fit! http://www.publicsurplus.com/
sms/browse/cataucs?catid=24

USRider, Equestrian Motor Plan.
It is a tow service specifically for horse folks.The service is
very reasonable priced; you can find out more information
at their website www.usrider.org or www.usrider.org/
images/USRServiceContractv809.pdf by calling (800)8441402
CalStar
CalStar is a membership program that pays for medically
required air lift when 911 is called to an accident. To
understand how it works and their service area, go to their
website: www.calstar.org. or call 1-888-207-5433The
brochure is under the membership link, www.usrider.org/
images/USRServiceContractv809.pdf

The Ole Grey Mare, She Ain’t what...
By Christine Amber
“The old grey mare,
She ain’t what she used to be…”
Many long years ago, the old grey mare used to be a
working animal. From mail delivery to milk delivery,
horses earned a place in history working in our country and
in our communities. Horse Racing became known as the
Sport of Kings. Only the wealthy kept horses for
entertainment, most people relied upon horses for some
form of economic gain and making a livelihood.Horses
deemed unsafe for their jobs were rarely kept as pasture
ornaments or recreational companions.

Free Clipart from: Classichorse.com
San Martin Horsemen’s Association

Today, although some horses are still considered working
animals, most are pets or show trophies. According the

www.smhorse.com
For contact names and phone numbers, refer to the SMHA Board and Chair list on the mailer.

POB 275 San Martin CA 95046

Jan / Feb 2010

The SMHA Eventer

American Horse Council, the numbers are 2.5 million
working horses 6.6 million showing and recreation horses.
Regardless of their use and purpose, they come with a very
high risk of financial impact on your business, your
savings, your future earnings, your health and maybe your
life.
Two horse-related civil suits awarded in late 2009 were
valued at 1.2 and 2.34 million dollars. The lesser amount
was awarded for the wrongful death of a 21-year old
woman who was thrown while taking a natural
horsemanship lesson. The trail lasted eight-days in
Casper, Wyoming. A second jury trial, in October 2009,
awarded a 12-year old inner-city boy and his mother 2.34
million dollars in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The boy was
a participant at a non-profit called, “Work-to-Ride”. He
was kicked in the face while helping as a horse was being
loaded into a trailer. During the trial, there were
discrepancies whether he was directed to or voluntarily hit
the horse on the hindquarters with a crop. The jury
discounted the original award of 2.5 million dollars by
10%--the amount of liability placed upon the boy for
hitting the horse. The non-profit agency was held 90%
liable for the injury.
What does this mean for you? Large cash, horse related
civil judgments equal higher costs passed on to horse
professionals and to horse owners. Someone or some entity
is going to have to pay these settlements, today or in the
future. Even the future retirement of one’s spouse or an
inheritance can be attached for a civil judgment as future
earnings.
If judgments exceed insurance policy limits a person’s
personal assets and their future earnings are at risk.
Regardless of the inherent risks of horses, there is never
any law to protect you when a jury of your peers is
convinced you caused a foreseeable injury to a person.
If you are a professional, that is money or remuneration is
involved on your property or with your horse, society has
greater standards about your duties to the safety and care of
others. If you are a horse owner, understand that the
California Civil system holds you responsible for your
property and belongings and how any other person may be
adversely impacted by your standard of care. This means
you could easily be liable for another person that you allow
to do business on your property, even if you are not
compensated.
Some of the rates of injuries in horseback riding are:
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• Horseback riding accounted for 11.5% of emergency
department (ED) visits where non-fatal Traumatic Brain
Injury (TBI) was cause of the visit (1), from Center for
Disease Control.
• 82% of children's and 62% of all rider's horse related
accidents are the consequence of falls from horses, from
National Institute of Health.
• Head injuries comprise about 18% of all horseback
riding injuries, although they are the number one reason
for hospital admissions and the leading cause of death.
Neurosurgery Today.
• Of horse-related injuries, 55% percent were
inexperienced or beginner riders, and 10% were novice
riders, from American Journal of Emergency Nursing.
• Horseback riding is more dangerous than motorcycle
riding or car racing, from a review of literature for New
Zealand Compensation Corporation.
• More than 2300 riders under the age of 25 years are
hospitalized annually because of horseback-riding
injuries, from Journal of Family Practice
Given these few statistics, resources and information that
can help you avoid an accident are your first line of
defense. Make sure you understand the liability you incur
simply by owning or keeping a horse. Because, money is
money and safety is safety and the old grey mare isn’t black
or white.

SAN MARTIN HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Board Meeting – January 20, 2010
Present: Greg Linden, Pat Scharfe, Sharon Hensley, Dera
Oldofredi, Chere Bargar, Joan Throgmorton, Denise Roberts, and
Heidi Linden
VICE PRESIDENT:
CSHA dues have been paid for 2010. The insurance policy is in
effect until June 20.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
Estimated income and expenses are almost equal. Items on the
budged will be automatically paid; anything other will require
approval.
The group discussed how we can increase income. Some
suggestions were See’s Christmas promotion, raffle/silent
auction (everyone brings item to donate for silent auction).
Events to promote raffle/silent auction could be Jack Brooks,
Christmas banquet.
2010 CALENDAR: DRAFT Calendar - TB finalized in Feb.
Board Meetings:
January 20, February 17, March 10, April 21, May 19, June 16,
July 21, August (Jack Brooks),
September15, October 20, November 17.
2011 Board Meetings: January 19, February 16, March 16, April
20, May 18, June 15

www.smhorse.com
For contact names and phone numbers, refer to the SMHA Board and Chair list on the mailer.
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Poker Ride/Trail Trials:
Combined Trail Trials/Poker Ride June 26; Poker Ride only
October 30 (rain date 11/6)
2011 Poker Ride/Trail Trials: June 25
4-H Fun Day Play Day: March 6
Jack Brooks Camping: August 8 – 16
Pleasure Rides: Proposed Dates - Greg will finalize dates with
Maureen)
March 13 (first ride); April 24 (Lake San Antonio Camping Melanie coordinating); May 8;
July 10 (BBQ at Mt. Madonna); September 18; October 23
(Pebble Beach ride).
2011 Pleasure Rides: March 19; April 16; May 14.
No Host Events: Pt Reyes (date to be determined)
PUBLICITY JOB DESCRIPTION:
All members present will make a listing of publications, riding
clubs, websites, etc. appropriate for advertising and bring it to our
next meeting for discussion.
GYMKHANA:
This topic was postponed until next Board meeting.

SMhorse.comsmhorse.comsmhorse.comsm

Classifieds:
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(bareback and groundwork too) for all ages and levels.
Lesson packages are monthly; students in lessons are
encouraged to spend time at the barn free of charge to work
with the horses and help out.Contact Karen at 408-6445867
ExpressHay.com Co-op on shavings 4.50 a bale and they
are dust free!! Other products, too. Get added to their email
list: ExpressHay@aol.com.Great savings, call Jim and
Edie Atkins 408.779.6621
Homegrown Quality Hay, Hey Reasonable Prices!
Oat * Wheat * Forage --Barn Stored. Call Bill and Joan
Throgmorton 408-842-5570
Amara Farms Shagya Arabian Sport-Horses
Sales, Training & Lessons for English, Western and Trail -Boarding and Clinics -- Secure Facility. Large pasture
pens, shelters, stalls. Arena & outside riding. Year-round
creek and lots of trees. Carolyn Tucker 408 779-6555.
Near Uvas Dam in Morgan Hill. www.amarafarms.com
Reliable Care for your plants and animals while you are
away, 20 years of experience you can rely on! Call Chere
408-683-2287
Ladies Winter Motivation Riding Group. Meet Saturdays
from 10:30 to 12:30, alternate between arena meet-n-greet
and walk-only trail rides. Focus on trail safety, trail herd
behavior and diffusing behavior problems. Call or email
Christine for details, amber@equestriantraining.com,
408.888.8703

Advertising policy: Classified run on a
space available basis, free for members. Non
members call for pricing. 408.888.8703 Business card
sized ads for members cost $20 for 4 months (paid in
advance). Per month prices for 1/4 page, $15, 1/2 page $25,
and full page $50.00. Save postage and reach over 100
horseman family members! Contact your newsletter
editor, Christine, SMHA.news@gmail.com, 408.888.8703.

The California Bluegrass Association presents

Peninsula Equine Medical Center (PEMC) has opened a
new satellite clinic operating out of Gilroy Gaits, on Frazier
Lake Road. We have a veterinarian, Dr. Bart Halsberghe,
dedicated to this new area, as well as a team of 20
employees, including 7 veterinarians, one being Dr. Russ
Peterson founder of PenEq, and Dr. Jim Nutt our surgeon.

Help Our Animal Shelter -- The San Martin Horsemen's
Association has been a great help to us in the past, donating
money and items in support of our horse rescue and
adoption program. I am writing to you now to see if you
can help us with our cat adoption program.

We provide 24 hour emergency coverage and a complete
array of state-of-art diagnostic services. Sincerely,
Visit our website at www.peneq.com or to call our office
for information or to schedule an appointment: (408) 7625626 or (650) 854-3162. The PenEq Team!
www.sonrisastables.com based at Taylor Made Farms,
member Karen Topping teaches english and western
San Martin Horsemen’s Association

A night at the Grange with 2009 IBMA nominees, The
Gibson Bros. and The Tuttles with AJ Lee Morgan Hill
Grange Hall, 40 E. 4th St. Morgan Hill-- Mar. 20, 2010
7:00 PM – 10:00 PM doors open 6:00 PM --TICKETS:
$23 Members - $25 Non-members, for more info call Tim
Edes@ (408) 779-5456 or (408) 595-4882
t.edes@verizon.net or visit www.cbaontheweb.org

We are appealing to the horse community in the hopes that,
if each ranch owner or manager takes just 1-2 cats, the
shelter can be emptied and no one will be put to sleep. To
achieve this, we are offering a fee waiver: the adopter can
make a donation of his/her choice and take up to four cats
designated by staff to be “barn cats.” Contact Brigid
Wasson,Animal Shelter Supervisor,Santa Clara County
Animal Care & Control, www.southcountypets.com

www.smhorse.com
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Free clip art from: horseworldwide.com
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San Martin, CA 95046

SMHA Sale Barn

Support your Club
Gifts from the SMHA
Sale Barn!

Call Susan for
more info:(408)779-5456

SMHA logo sweats, tees, polo, blouse,
shirt - - - - $10 to 27.75
Hats & Visors - $6 to 9.00
Buckles- - - - - - $5.00
Zipper pull - - - - $5.00
Money clip - - - - $5.00
Boxed pins - - - - $5.00
Bolo Slides - - - - $5.00
SMHA decals - - - $3.00
Tie Tacks / Hat Pins $2.00
Hoof Picks - - - - $2.00
Keychains - - - - $1.00
Bumper Sticker - - $1.00
Patches -2 sizes - - - $.50

San Martin Horsemen's Association 2009 Executive Board and Committee Chairpersons
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership
Newsletter
Phone Tree
Pleasure Trails
Historian
Phone Tree
Poker Ride &
Trail Trials/Chair
Co-chair (defacto)

Greg Linden
Paul & Dera Oldofredi
Pat Scharfe
Denise Roberts
Heidi Linden
Christine Amber
Kitty Swindle
Maureen Olson
Mary Atwood
Kitty Swindle

408-842-0777
408-683-4624
408-776-1621
408-710-5398
408-842-1332
408-888-8703
408-842-6215
408-842-2619
408-779-9594
408-842-6215

Sharon Hensley
Joan Throgmorton

408-776-6878
408-842-5570

Email information

smha1968@gmail.com
smha.president@gmail.com
smha.v.pres@gmail.com
smha.secretary@gmail.com

General info, Mary Atwood
Greg Linden
Dera Oldofredi
Pat Scharfe

Publicity Co-chairs
Publicity Co chair/
Sales
Social
Sunshine
Webmaster
Trails Development:co chair
Trails Development:co chair
Jack Brooks Camping
Pebble Beach Ride
4-H Fun Day Fund-raiser

Melanie Hendrick
Phil Atwood
Susan Edes
Becky Dolan
Sandy Voechting
Phil Atwood
Chere Bargar
Kitty Swindle
Joan Throgmorton
Maureen Olson

smha.membership@gmail.com
smha.treasurer@gmail.com
smha.news@gmail.com

Heidi Linden
Denise Roberts
Christine Amber

408-842-1332
408-779-9594
408-779-5456
408-848-4169
408-779-9594
408-683-2247
408-842-6215
408-842-5570
408-842-2619

